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joined by the mercenaries who were being levied
with Spanish and Papal money in Germany, and if
these did not suffice, Philip II. promised the sup-
port of Parma's invincible veterans. Henry IV., on
the other hand, was penniless, even his Huguenots
were beginning to desert him, and it was believed
that he must either retire south of the Loire, or be
driven to seek a refuge at the court of his ally the
Queen of England.

But in truth the strength of the League was more
apparent than real. That it became more and more
subservient to Philip II., more and more dependent
on Spanish money and Spanish soldiers, was at once
a proof and a cause of its weakness. Why, if it was
so strong and popular, was it compelled to rely on
foreign support ? Villeroy, an able statesman, though
timid to the verge of dishonesty, and who, dismissed
from office by Henry III., had joined Mayenne,
wrote, " We must render to the King of Spain the
credit and the gratitude due for our existence."
But it was the conviction that they could only main-
tain themselves by Spanish help which made him,
and all the less fanatical and reckless among his party,
anxious to come to terms with the legitimate heir
to the crown, and opponents of the extreme courses
which made a future reconciliation more difficult.
Nor was there any agreement on other points among
even those who were unanimous in inveterate hos-
tility to Henry of Bourbon. The spurious ultramon-
tane democracy of the great towns was eager only
to secure the re-establishment of Catholic orthodoxy
and a large measure of local independence. The